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1944

The 272-W Building was one of two similar shop facilities built at Hanford Engineer Works in the 200 West and 200 East areas.  The employees who initially worked there performed 
general and prototypical machine and tool and die shop tasks, and specifically those related to assembling and fitting the equipment in the 221-T Building, the world's first large-scale 
chemical separations plant.  As built, 272-W contained a sandblasting room, machine shop (lathes, milling machines, drills, etc.), an electrical shop (with special drying oven), a pipe 
shop, a forge shop, a sheetmetal shop, a carpenter shop, a tool room and crib, restrooms, and offices.  The high bay portion originally contained a steel-frame mock-up of the piping 
connections within some of the chemical separations cells in the 221-T Building.  In the late 1940s, the high bay portion was altered to hold a mock-up of the Reduction-Oxidation Plant, 
finished in 1952, the first full-scale solvent extraction plant in the United States. 

The 272-W Building is still serving as a general shops facility for the Hanford site.  Because it was an important support structure to the first large-scale chemical separations plant in 
the world, and the first full-scale solvent extraction plant in the United States, it is the conclusion of the U.S. Department of Energy that the 272-W Building is eligible for inclusion in 
the National Register of Historic Places as a contributing property within the Hanford Site Manhattan Project and Cold War Era Historic District.

Located in the eastern portion of the 200 West Area, the steel-framed 272-E is an essentially rectangular building which is oriented with its long profile running from north to south.  It 
was served by a now unused rail spur which runs through its north end.  The flat-roofed, one story building has two parts, a high bay shop section which is approximately 68 feet tall, 
and a lower service area with offices, restrooms, tool crib, and shop which is about 24 feet high, and which wraps around the high bay portion on the south and west.  The roof of the 
high bay portion is basically flat, with a row of five ventilators placed along the very slightly peaked roofline.  The lower portion has an asymmetrical gable roofline, with the shorter part 
to the east.  There are three metal ventilators mounted in a row on the longer, west portion of the roof, and also six air conditioning units.  272-W rests on a concrete foundation and is 
sheathed in asbestos shingles, which were applied over the original wooden drop siding prior to 1964.  There is a small shed-roofed addition at the southwest corner which measures 
approximately 4 feet by 4 feet. 
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